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congratulations you just finished writing your first novel what do i do next if you re like i was that was the first
question you asked yourself do you remember what i said last time in nine day novel writing steve i totally remember
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you said bravo pop champagne and you remember that part after the champagne about calling someone right your
editor the last line of defense but editors cost a lot of money and wouldn t be helpful if we could minimize some of
that expense by doing a little bit of editing ourselves before we send it off to an expensive professional don t make the
mistake i did on my first novel i debated for months between paying an editor and whether i should just edit the
entire thing myself after all how hard it be right predictably money won out and i chose poorly publishing my first
book before a professional editor had proofread it that was a big mistake that one decision set my writing career back
about a year why because my book languished on amazon as yet another unprofessional unfinished and unwanted
draft posing as a completely finished novel i got discouraged disappointed and down it took months before i overcame
my fear of what a professional editor would say about my first novel because that was the real reason i had edited it
myself all along a great editor will make your novel shine picture your reader trying to follow the fantastic story that
you painstakingly outlined researched and wrote as they read their eyes are interrupted by misspellings grammatical
errors improper word usage and dialogue that s punctuated poorly finally unable to stay engaged through those
constant interruptions they give up and close your book we re not going to let that happen your editor will have the
single biggest impact on the professional look and feel of your novel but that doesn t mean we can t do a little bit of
editing ourselves in fact inside this book i ll show you how you can do quite a bit of self editing before your draft
needs to go to an editor and that ll save you money removing the mystery to many beginning authors editing is a
mysterious and often misunderstood process in this book i ll define the types of editing you need outline the parts
that you can and should do yourself and then explain the process that your editor will go through as they clean up
what s left no idea where to find an editor i ll show you how to find a good one on popular freelancing sites if that
doesn t work i ll give you the contact information of my own editor then i ll introduce you to a piece of software that ll
save you countless hours in turnaround time working with your editor and i ll walk you through the steps my writing
partner and i use to fix our own drafts before they go to our editor editing is much easier if you make fewer mistakes
in the first place seems simple right it should be for that reason i felt it was important for this book to have two parts
to it how to clean up what you had already written and how to minimize all that cleanup by knowing what and how to
write fiction sentences in the first place so the first half of the book is about editing process and work flow and the
second half is a refresher course on the very basics of writing fiction sentences and the bonuses i created tutorial
videos to show you exactly how i ve cut word loose and now collaborate directly with my editors inside scrivener so
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whether you ve never worked with an editor before or you just want to save some time money and headache editing
your next draft i wrote this book for you

take your first draft from so so to sold you ve finished the first draft of your novel congratulations time to have a drink
sit back and start revising but the revision process doesn t have to be intimidating revision and self editing for
publication second edition gives you the tools and advice you need to transform your first draft into a finished
manuscript that agents and editors will fight for inside you ll find self editing techniques for plot structure character
theme voice and more that can be applied as you re writing to reduce your revision workload methods for fine tuning
your first draft into a tight well developed piece of literature the ultimate revision checklist which seamlessly guides
you through the revision process step by step new chapter exercises and techniques for deepening your work to
engage and excite readers like never before whether you re writing a novel currently or have finished the first draft
revision and self editing for publication second edition will give you the guidance you need to revise your manuscript
into a novel ready to be sold

hundreds of books have been written on the art of writing here at last is a book by two professional editors to teach
writers the techniques of the editing trade that turn promising manuscripts into published novels and short stories in
this completely revised and updated second edition renni browne and dave king teach you the writer how to apply the
editing techniques they have developed to your own work chapters on dialogue exposition point of view interior
monologue and other techniques take you through the same processes an expert editor would go through to perfect
your manuscript each point is illustrated with examples many drawn from the hundreds of books browne and king
have edited

don t let the revision process intimidate you any longer discover how to successfully transform your first draft into a
polished final draft readers won t be able to forget in write great fiction revision self editing james scott bell draws on
his experience as a novelist and instructor to provide specific revision tips geared toward the first read through as
well as targeted self editing instruction focusing on the individual elements of a novel like plot structure characters
theme voice style setting and endings you ll learn how to write a cleaner first draft right out of the gate using bell s
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plotting principles get the most out of revision and self  editing techniques by honing your skills with detailed
exercises systematically revise a completed draft using the ultimate revision checklist that talks you through the core
story elements whether you re in the process of writing a novel have a finished draft you don t know what to do with
or have a rejected manuscript you don t know how to fix revision self editing gives you the guidance you need to write
and revise like a pro

a comprehensive guide to the art of self editing written by a professional editor this book introduces an innovative
easy to follow three stage process for authors looking to effectively self edit their book be it for self publication or if
they are looking to polish their manuscript before submission to agents or traditional publishers

a strong editing process is the difference between an unpolished draft and a manuscript that s ready for submission
and publication this guide provides the tools and knowledge you need to structure your editing process and take your
draft from rough to ready the workbook begins with high level strategies and techniques and moves into line editing
and proofreading methods the workbook includes 130 pages of information worksheets and exercises to guide you
through the self editing process one step at a time every writer and each manuscript is different with time and using
the tools you gain from this workbook you will develop a unique framework for your editing process which you can
adjust to the needs of future projects

to be able to learn something well you must first have that light bulb moment when you understand it what it is how it
works why it has the capabilities and limitations that it does this book is your light bulb for self editing it isn t a
checklist of rules or specifics to tell you this is wrong or this is right why not because you must never do x and you
must always do y are both bs every technique has situations where it s best avoided every technique has situations
where it s best used some of those situations might be highly unlikely to appear in your writing ever but hey i m not
you i don t know what you re writing and why and i ve probably not read any of your work but i have read well over 2
500 books and that s not including the hundreds i ve edited and i have tutored and helped others improve their
writing ability even when they thought they couldn t learn i m skilled at spotting the gaps in things the holes that
need filling in and how to edit discussions have some huge gaps what are the capabilities and limitations of self
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editing how is it possible why should anyone do it if you don t understand the answers to those questions then any
and all attempts to edit your own work will be handicapped understanding self editing is necessary i work as a
freelance writer editor and web coder as a writer and coder i m expected required to be able to adequately self edit
my own work but as an editor i m expected to treat self editing as a phantom that perhaps a select few writers can
grasp editing and get good enough at it to do it themselves but you pshaw that is bullshit if you genuinely want to
improve your writing you can improve your writing skills and you can probably even learn to adequately edit your
own work it ll take time and effort but it s possible and comprehension of what on earth an editor even does and why
is the first step on the road to being able to edit yourself to the best of your ability even if you have a text based
learning disability you can improve your writing and self editing skills someone with dyscalculia if not outright
dyslexia oh did i not mention that yet yes i am dyscalculic and probably dyslexic and yet i do work that is generally
considered inaccessible to people with my disability disabilities i succeeded anyway because i m good at identifying
patterns and recognizing when something needs extra special attention for example there are multiple types of
editing and even more types of editors many a well intended writer or editor has wasted time and or money they didn
t need to spend because they went after the wrong type of editing or editor for what they wanted this isn t helped by
the fact that definitions change based on whom you ask some folks base their definitions in the history behind the
terms some base their definitions in common industry usage and some base their definitions based on how the
average self publishing jill uses them the types of editing still matter because certain ones will help you more than
others and certain ones will help you at certain stages more than other ones do it s always best to focus your editing
on what you need rather than on what some random article has told you you need and if you don t already know the
different stages and types of editing and what they re good for this book will help you save time and money because
you ll focus on what you need rather than what you don t what s more you ll get all this for less than the cost of a
latte so what are you waiting for get it now

over  the  years  technological  advances  have  given  publishers  the  ability  to  produce  more  books  and  online
publications with greater speed this new efficiency however has increased editors workloads limiting the amount of
detailed editorial feedback that they can provide authors in turn writers must become self editors ensuring that their
text is nearly perfect on submission this book serves as a guide to self editing nonfiction print and online publications
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including articles for general and academic audiences it is both prescriptive and descriptive drawing from stylebooks
dictionaries research and more to provide a full picture of both style and grammar also provided are techniques that
boost search engine optimization and engagement of internet audiences

you ve just written a book a masterpiece the next great classic the single piece of literature that s going to be
required reading a hundred years from now long after you re good and dead and most of mankind has been replaced
by robots but now what can you afford an editor how do you decide on a good one and how much of it can you do by
yourself grammar style syntax plot development proofreading formatting and cost saving methods self editing on a
penny was written by an independent author for independent authors don t make the same costly mistakes i ve made
self edit first

nothing gives a writer a life high like finishing the first draft of a story and nothing frustrates a writer more than
having to revise and edit that draft revision is a process offers secrets tips shortcuts practical advice and cheat sheets
that will enable a writer to go step by step through a self editing process to create a reader friendly marketable
manuscript  revision is  a  process  showcases  how using 12 simple  steps  when revising saves  time energy and
frustration how to systematically examine the entire story so nothing is overlooked how to examine the plot for what s
out of sync and for missing elements how to avoid logic flaws freudian slips and faux pas how to use red flag words to
find bloopers and blunders how to diagnose a prologue before keeping or deleting it every writer believes there has
to be an easier way to revise a manuscript revision is a process is the gift you ve been waiting for in its pages is a
remarkably easy approach to self editing that will take the pressure off a daunting task and open the path to success

don t let the revision process intimidate you any longer discover how to successfully transform your first draft into a
polished final draft readers won t be able to forget in write great fiction revision self editing james scott bell draws on
his experience as a novelist and instructor to provide specific revision tips geared toward the first read through as
well as targeted self editing instruction focusing on the individual elements of a novel like plot structure characters
theme voice style setting and endings you ll learn how to write a cleaner first draft right out of the gate using bell s
plotting principles get the most out of revision and self  editing techniques by honing your skills with detailed
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exercises systematically revise a completed draft using the ultimate revision checklist that talks you through the core
story elements whether you re in the process of writing a novel have a finished draft you don t know what to do with
or have a rejected manuscript you don t know how to fix revision self editing gives you the guidance you need to write
and revise like a pro

two professional editors share with expertise and proven techniques for turning manuscripts into published works of
fiction

transform your rough drafts master self editing for writers do you struggle to take your stories from promising idea to
polished masterpiece crafting your final draft mastering revision and self editing for powerful stories by c a mason is
your step by step guide to mastering the art of story revision transforming your rough drafts into impactful narratives
that resonate with readers benefits self editing techniques learn proven strategies for identifying weaknesses in your
writing and strengthening your prose writing revision develop a clear and effective process for revising your stories
from big picture edits to line level polishing writing feedback discover how to effectively solicit and use critique from
beta readers and editors to improve your work improve your writing elevate your storytelling skills and craft more
compelling engaging narratives crafting final draft master the art of bringing your stories to a polished professional
finish does the revision process feel overwhelming or daunting this book breaks down the challenges of writing
revision into manageable steps providing you with the tools and techniques you need to approach self editing with
confidence and clarity ready to unleash the full potential of your stories click buy now and begin your journey to
mastering the art of self editing for writers transform your rough drafts into powerful unforgettable stories and finally
improve your writing today

the author is a shelver at the salt lake county library

in today s publishing world many writers can neither find nor afford a professional writer the only editing such
writers benefit from is self editing fears argues against the common notion that an independent novelist must hire an
editor to turn out a good novel and proposes writers learn the skill set of an editor he points out the advantages a
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novelist has with his own work and how to avoid the snow blindness that often afflicts self editing he covers micro
level changes of editing at the word phrase sentence level and macro level revision of larger elements such as
characters pacing plot and dialogue fears offers several practices and processes that teach a writer editor skills there
s no promise here of making riches or becoming a top notch editor without effort you ll have to work at it just like you
did to learn the craft of writing fiction if you re neither a beginner nor a best selling novelist this book is for you

linda k taylor is passionate about words so passionate in fact that she has spent the better part of her life reading
writing and editing all in the service of writers to help their writing be the best it can be linda understands the
writing process and how difficult self editing can be this book helps writers who have just completed a manuscript
and know they need to edit it but don t know how to begin walking through questions to ask when content editing
common grammar and punctuation errors to watch for when copyediting when to get permissions how to format
manuscripts and how to work with bible text linda s book is filled with valuable information for writers who want to
take their manuscripts to the next level

you ve finished the first draft of your novel now to make it shine this book will show you how by focusing first on the
structural aspects of a great book and then getting down to the nitty gritty of copy editing and proofreading learn
how to analyse what s not working in your manuscript and get tips on how to fix it

you can t sell if you re not read getting read means being ready with polished work in today s tight competitive
markets writers are expected to submit professional finished work agents and editors will not read past page three if
the writing has spelling grammar or punctuation errors or if the writing is dull scattered or inflated agents and
editors want focused page turning reader friendly material the savvy self editing book is a guide for writers to
develop their own editing process to suit their needs and vision it breaks down the editing process into three stages
content sentence and copy editing its concise format gives writers concrete examples charts and quick and easy
editing techniques that make a difference here are some quotes barnaby conrad author of matador director of the
santa barbara writers conference an absolute must book for any beginning writer charles champlin former arts film
editor los angeles times calls savvy self editing an amazingly compact treasury of priceless advice for any writer the
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stunk l white of editing cork milner author write from the start the art of interviewing magazine articles for writers
digest los angeles times playboy and travel there is more fast information in tony jaymes book savvy self editing than
any two inch thick manual

the number one complaint readers have about self published books is poor editing good writing leads to positive
reviews which lead to more sales and all three of those can be boosted with effective editing maybe you re just
starting out as an indie author and can t afford a professional editor or maybe you re just the hands on type whatever
your reason for doing it yourself self editing for indie authors will walk you through 21 tips and explain the reasons
behind every one to help you continually improve your writing self editing for indie authors will help you write better
books sell more of them and finally quit that day job
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